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LETTER FROM THE CHRI

OQutgoing Chairods

It has been an eventful three
years, and (personally speaking) all in all
my term as chairperson was a stimulating
and highly educational period. | certainly
have gained new perspectives on the
complex and manifold ways in which uni-
versity departments in particular and uni-
versities as a whole function, which | had
no inkling of when | was simply a faculty
member, whose professional horizons
were limited to teaching, publication, and
some committee work. The learning curve
was steep, but my job was made much
easier by the truly excellent administrative
staff in the History Department: Patti Blin-
coe, Fran Bockus, Patti Bohrer, and Nicole
Sanford. | thank them all for their profes-
sionalism, good humor, and tact. | espe-
cially thank Patti
istrative Specialist, who works most
closely with the chairperson; a model of
efficiency, she has made the last three
years manageable, and also fun.

The History Department has
evolved into a very dynamic, intellectually
stimulating, and congenial group. There
has been a true changing of the guard
over the last several years. Professors
Levine, Marquardt, Stinchcombe, and
Webb all retired after many years of excel-
Il ent service. Prof
shortly after having entered retirement, in
early 2008, was without question the na-
dir of my time as chairperson. A cher-
ished colleague, mentor, and friend, he
will be sorely missed. In terms of their
teaching excellence, experience, and
scholarly achievements, the recent retir-
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but our new colleagues, coming from
searches conducted during my time as
chairperson, bring the greatest promise
for t he Department ds
Diem (Late Antiquity and Early Medieval
Europe), Amy Aisen Elouafi (Modern Mid-
dle East), Carol Faulkner (Nineteenth
Century Ameri can Wo m
History), Paul Hagenloh (Modern Russia),
Laurie Marhoefer (Modern Germany), and
Gladys McCormick (Latin America). Along
with George Kallander (Korean and North-
east Asian History and Culture) and Junko
Takeda (Modern European History), who
were appointed just before | became
chairperson, this group of young scholars
has already made invaluable contribu-
tions to the Department, developed excit-

ing and innovative courses, and published

| am delighted with the quality of
these new additions to our faculty, but of
course | can take little credit here, most of
which most go to the search committees,
whose diligence and hard work brought
these new faculty members to us. One
other highly positive development during
my tenure has been the initiation of major
reforms to our graduate program. Two
exhaustive selfstudy reports and an out-
side evaluation of the graduate program

evgere accondutter] voven thed last qouple ®fi n

years, and insights and suggestions for
improvement gained from this self
examination are currently being imple-
mented. Streamlining of and stricter ad-
herence to our graduate rules and regula-
tions, creation of more and new graduate
seminars, and better integration of our
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LETTER FROM THE CHRI(CONTINUED

departmental workshops within the graduate program Greetings from the New Chair:
are but a part of the reforms that are now underway.
None of these developments would have been possi- | am excited to be starting in my new position
ble without the dedication and hard work of our as chair. The history department has a busy year
Graduate Director, Professor Elisabeth Las€puinn. planned. In response to the outside review of our
And | would be remiss not to acknowledge the inde- graduate program, initiated by former chair Craige
fatigable Professor Scott Strickland, who yeém and  Champion, we hope to implement some changes to
yearout performs yeoman service as the Director of make our graduate program even stronger. Some of
Undergraduate Studies, in addition to cdirecting the these changes may include classes with a thematic or
Documentary Film and History M.A. program. transnational focus, opportunities for primary re-
I very much look forward to returning to full search in the first year, and streamlining the compre-
time teaching and writing, as | have a number of new hensive exams. The goal of these changes is to de-
courses |1 d8d |ike to develcegse thentihe @ wegrees ana invioleernmmpre profesu mh
of scholarly ©projects 4 dserein teaching &and megntoring goaduate dtudentd a c
burner over the last three years. But | have no doubt The history department workshops will continue, and |
that the History Department is in excellent hands, as am pleased to announce that Professor LaseQuinn
our new chairperson, Professor Carol Faulkner, hashas invited Pulitzeqrize winning historian Daniel
repeatedly exhibited reasoned, critical judgment, in- Walker Howe to give a workshop in October. Finally,
tellectual vigor, diplomatic skill and tact, and grace we plan to conduct two searches for new faculty
and good humor. She will make an excellent chair- members: in early American history (colonial period
person, and the Department indeed has a bright fu- through the American Revolution) and in subaharan
ture under her guidance. African history. Both of these searches will build on
our strengths in American history and empire and
colonialism. | anticipate a productive year. | also look
Sincerely, forward to hearing from history department alumni
and friends.

Sincerely,

Carol Faulkner
Associate Professor of History
Department Chair

| Craige B. Champion
Associate Professor of History
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UNDERGRADUATE STUDHNNEWS
Scott Strickland
Director of Undergraduate Studies

The academic year 2008009 has been an In conclusion, please allow me to say that the
exceptional one for SU history majors. Our annual success of the undergraduate History program would be
spring celebration recognized the graduation of 130 much less were it not for the remarkable energy and dedi-
history majors. Among these were 19 (see list below) cation of Fran Bockus, the undergraduate coordinator.
inductees into the ranks of Phi Alpha Theta. All re- Majors, minors, and other students in History courses rec-
ceived certificates acknowledging their achievements ognize this and often report that she makes their time at
and the 14 graduating seniors were given honor SU so much better. Thank you Fran.
sashes to wear with their graduation gowns. Six stu-
dents, all graduating seniors, received research sup- Sincerely
port from the Wortman and Elman scholarships. More- '
over, six seniors, four of whom were graduating, also
served as editors of the fifth volume ofChronos, the
departmentds undergraduat.e I, which is avail ab] e
this year as an epublication on our History website.

The Awards Luncheon also acknowledged the
achievements of ten (see list below) who earned Dis-
tinction in History by completing a twoourse se-
guence capped by a thesis overseen by an advisor and
two committee members from the faculty of the De- F 4
partment and the University. Scott Strickland

The first annual prize for outstanding distinc- | Associate Professor of History
tion thesis, The Frederick D. Marquardt Award, wa: Director of Undergraduate
given to Claire Zill man Skubigss i s, OTransitiofpn of
Blame: The Othering of AIDS from Homosexuals to Afri-
cans. o0 Professor Junko Takeda was her adviser. [
recognition of her perfect grade point average with
majors in History as well as Magazine Journalism, Zill-
man also received the Hotchkiss Prize for most out-
standing History graduating Senior. Furthermore, she
was chosen as Senior Class Marshall and was picked
to be one of twelve Syracuse University Scholars.
Suzie Vromands Distinction the¢pdefgraduateddchieventents : Hi stlory,
Science, and Politics of the 1918 T nflTuenza Pandemic| 0
received both the Social Sciences and Natural Sci-
ences prizes for best Universitwide Honors Thesis. : .
This is a unique achievement for Honors students. It History Depariment Prizes
was also directed by Professor Junko Takeda. Kari Kari M. Folev / Ketcham Prize
Foley was designated by the Department as the recipi- Claire S .Zillmgn / Hotchkiss Prize
ent of the Ketcham Prize for overall scholarly achieve- Nicholas C. Bupp / Bernice Hogan Prize
ment and service to the community. And last but not Claire S Zillmén / Igfederick D Magr] Lardt Prize
least, Nicholas Bupp was awarded the Bernice Hogan ' ' q
Prize for the best essay written in a History 401 course.
Samantha Herrick directed the p%ger tit| eF 0The Cont
cept of Race in the Twelfth Century: Medieval Social membrance Scholars
Difference through Skin Color, Geographical Determi- .
nation, and Religion. ¢ Michael S. Grzelak

All in all, it was a remarkable year for the De- Melanie G. Hicken
partmentds undergraduate History cNdabhdavaid v Ther e
are currently approximately 300 majors and there are Brianna L. Larson
already many contenders for next yida4eSsdimagywar ds. I dm
excited about the prospects that | may report next i i
summer. (Continued on next pageeée)
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Undergraduate Achievements (continued)

Phi Alpha Theta Members

Robert S. Blanchard
Neil Bockus*

Kelly J. Bogart

Kaitlin M. Brennan*
Keri E. Casas*

Scott H. Covit*

Kari M. Foley*

Kate M. Geiser

Jillian A. Gomolka*
Danielle M. Lee*
Caitlin P. Mahoney
Rebecca F. Peake*
Laruen M. Pienkowski*
Emily M. Sax

Michael T. Schaefer*
Michael J. Sinclair*
Benjamin T. Skomsky*
Sarah E. Warren*
Zachary V. Zagger*

PAT I nduction Dinner at Kitty Hoynel|d
* Denotes May 2009 Graduate
Distinction in History
x ScottH.Coviio Tudor Treason Lawod

x KariM.Foleio Cont ested History: The Rape of Nank]i

x Michael S.Grzelakio The Decay of Civic-l1Bd0dati on: Fr

x Melanie G. Hickemm 0 El ecti on 2008: A Perfect Storm

x NidaN.Javaidio An | ndi vidual Approach to Economics: Ro
Perspective Applied to Modern Economic

x Rose Margolisio How a Wor k Changes in Response to
Researching Civil War Photography, A (

x Jonathan T.Pereio The Hi story of Armed Jewi

x Benjamin T. Skomskfio Hi st ory Firsthand: An
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x Suzanne E.Vromafio Fat al Flu: History, Science, and

x ClaireS.Zillmari 0 Tr ansi ti oning of Blame: The
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