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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This seminar is designed to train graduate students in qualitative research methods in the social sciences.  We will work collaboratively to conduct and produce a qualitative process evaluation of programming at the Center for Women in Transition (CWIT – www.cwitstl.org), a restorative justice-based community agency dedicated to working with women in the criminal justice system, both as they transition from prison and in lieu of incarceration.  Data collection will be a joint effort, with the merged dataset available for students to develop individual and/or joint research papers.
 Through this hands-on approach, the seminar is designed to prepare students to undertake research using ethnographic and intensive interview methods, and deepen their appreciation of the methodological dimensions of published qualitative work.  We will examine practical and epistemological issues in qualitative research in a workshop format, drawing from both published works and our collaborative research project on the CWIT.  We will focus on themes basic to the use of qualitative research methods, and discuss discoveries, problems, issues and questions that arise in the course of doing fieldwork.  
ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:  The course is designed to involve intensive class discussion as we immerse ourselves in relevant research, develop our research strategy, and share our experiences ‘in the field.’  In order for us to be successful in this endeavor, it is necessary that you (a) come to class every day, (b) have read the assigned readings prior to each class meeting, and (c) come to class prepared to participate.  To this end, I reserve the right to reduce points from students’ final course grades for repeated absences.
REQUIRED READINGS:
1.  Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, 3rd ed.
2.  Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, 2nd ed.

3.  Yin, Case Study Research
4.  Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory

5.  Course Packet – posted on My Gateway (MG)
6.  Relevant literatures for the final paper

GRADING:  


Fieldnotes – CWIT Guest Speaker Visit


  5%



Preliminary Interview Questions



  5%



Fieldwork Journal





10%



Data Collection





20%



Transcript Exchange





10%



Data Coding/Analysis for Final Paper


20%



Final Research Paper





30%

ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY:  Late assignments will not be accepted without my PRIOR consent, and will lose points unless they are late due to a documented university approved excuse.  In addition, it is your responsibility to keep an extra copy of any written work that is turned in.  Please do your own work.  Students caught plagiarizing or cheating will receive a zero on the assignment, and the case will be forwarded to the university’s academic misconduct board.  Plagiarism includes direct verbatim quotations lifted from written sources without citation, as well as paraphrasing quotes without citations.  If you are using the ideas of an author, give the author credit for her or his work.  
DISABILITY SERVICES:  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the DisAbility Access Services Office in 144 Millennium Student Center at 516-6554 as soon as possible to ensure that such accommodations are arranged in a timely fashion.

Course Schedule & Assigned Readings
8/19
Course Introduction

8/26
Qualitative Research:  Practical, Ethical, and Epistemological Issues

DUE:  Completion Certificate – NIH Human Participants Protection Education for 

Research Teams online course: (http://cme.cancer.gov/clinicaltrials/learning/ 
humanparticipant-protections.asp)


READINGS:  
Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, chapters 1-2 and 9




Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapters 1-3





Yin, Case Study Research, chapter 1





Murphy & Dingwall, “The Ethics of Ethnography” (MG)




Liamputtong, “Moral and Ethical Issues in Researching Vulnerable 





     People” (MG)

9/2
Designing the Research Strategy

DUE:  Draft set of in-depth interview questions (E-mailed to me by noon)


READINGS:
Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, chapters 3-4




Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapters 4-7





Yin, Case Study Research, chapters 2-3

9/9
Finalizing the Research Strategy


READINGS: 
Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapters 8-9




Yin, Case Study Research, chapter 4





Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory, chapter 2




Emerson et al., “Participant Observation and Fieldnotes” (MG)
9/16
NO CLASS – completion of first interview
9/23
Analyzing Interview Accounts:  An Introduction

DUE:  THREE copies of interview transcript # 1 for exchange


READINGS:
Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, chapter 8




Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapter 10




Yin, Case Study Research, chapter 5





Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory, chapter 3
9/30
More on Qualitative Methods, Epistemology, and Ethics

DUE:  TWO copies of transcript exchange feedback


READINGS: 
Adler & Adler, “The History & Epistemology of Fieldwork Roles”  





     (MG)




Sadler, “Intuitive Data Processing as a Potential Source of Bias in 





     Naturalistic Evaluations” (MG)




Miller, “The Protection of ‘Human Subjects’ in Street 





     Ethnography” (MG)
10/7
NO CLASS – use available time for completion of remaining interviews/transcriptions
10/14
NO CLASS – use available time for completion of remaining interviews/transcriptions
10/21
Analyzing Interview Accounts, cont.

DUE:  Fieldwork journal


READINGS:  
Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapter 11




Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory, chapters 4-6
10/28
Writing Up Qualitative Research

DUE:  All completed interview transcripts (submitted via e-mail)


READINGS: 
Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, chapter 10




Rubin & Rubin, Qualitative Interviewing, chapter 12





Yin, Case Study Research, chapter 6





Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory, chapter 7
11/4
Writing Up Qualitative Research, cont.


READINGS: 
Silverman & Marvasti, “Getting Published” (MG)




Matthews, “Crafting Qualitative Research Articles…” (MG)




Miller, “Up it Up” (MG)





Miller & White, “Gender & Adolescent Relationship Violence” 





     (MG)





Chin et al., “Women’s Participation in Chinese Transnational 





     Human Smugging” (MG)





Cobbina et al., “Gender, Neighborhood Risk, and Risk-Avoidance 





     Strategies among Urban African American Youth” (MG)

11/11
NO CLASS – AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY MEETINGS
11/18
Qualitative Research in Context


READINGS: 
Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, chapters 11-12





Charmaz, Constructing Grounded Theory, chapter 8
11/25
NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

12/2
Wrap Up
Friday December 12th 4pm – FINAL RESEARCH PAPER, ALONG WITH ALL DATA CODING & ANALYSIS DUE
� PLEASE NOTE:  A student’s failure to complete their share of the data collection will result in their exclusion from access to the data to complete analysis and the final research paper.
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